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Welcome to Broughton Park RUFC 

Warrington RUFC extends a very warm welcome to the players, officials and spectators of Broughton Park 
RUFC today’s visitors. We look forward to an enjoyable game and hospitality afterwards. 

Today’s sees the return fixture played back in December when Broughton Park ran out winners after a poor 
Warrington first 20 minutes which saw the match decided. In what has always been a tight league this season 
Broughton have had some impressive results and lie 6th in the North One West league table whilst Warrington 
11th. Last time out Broughton Park overwhelmed Anselmians and Warrington lost in Douglas but came away 
with a try bonus point which could prove vital as the season draws to a close, 2 games remaining after today.  

Our visitors Broughton Park RUFC, is one of the oldest rugby union clubs in England and 
was established in 1882, just one year after the Lancashire County Rugby Football Union was 
founded and eleven years after the formation of the national Rugby Football Union  

Broughton Park was the third Broughton based rugby club, after Broughton RUFC (1862) and 
Broughton Rangers (1877). The club was overshadowed in terms of international 

representation by its two neighbours for the first decade of its existence. In 1919, just after the First World 
War, it started to make a mark on the national scene with A M Crook becoming both the Lancashire Union 
president and also being elected to the presidency of the Rugby Football Union. J E Kidd was elected 
Lancashire president in 1930 and it was not until the 1960s that Broughton once again came to the fore. The 
glory days of the club were in the 1960s and 1970s and at one point they fielded four internationals on the 
pitch. In this period they also had two more Lancashire presidents and in 1981 in John Burgess they had a 
president of the Rugby Football Union. Broughton Park were never able to recapture the heights of this period, 
and in the professional era have not managed to reach the top flight. The club has had a number of different 
grounds in its time, mainly in the Salford/Prestwich areas, but also in the south of Manchester. Since 2004 its 
present new facility is at Hough End in Chorlton-cum-Hardy,  

Club honours 
 Courage National Division 4 North champions:-1989-90 

Euromanx South Lancs/Cheshire 1 champions :-2005-06 
North Lancashire/Cumbria v South Lancs/Cheshire 1 promotion playoff winners:-2012-13 
Champions of South Lancs/Cheshire 1 at the end of the 2017-18 season. 

Notable players 
 Tony Neary, former England Captain, and British Lion. 

Kevin O'Brien, Ireland, Barbarians and Rest of the World team. 
Barry Jackson, Captain of Lancashire and England International. 
Mike Leadbetter, England International. 
Tony Bond, England Under 23 caps and full England International. 
Bert 'HB' Toft, England Captain, Lancashire. 
Dan Scarbrough, England International



Footnote 
The Warrington club would remind supporters to 

refrain from the use language that today is 
considered defamatory, offensive or that could be 
seen as abuse or harassment to other spectators, 
players or officials, whether anything you may 
consider right or wrong in the game you are 

watching. 

Thank you 

Postscript   In the last meeting of the clubs a Broughton 
Park player, Joe Simpson, suffered a horrendous injury, so a 
special mention must go to the Warrington physio Fiona 
Kellett who together with a Park player took charge of the 
situation doing an excellent job in aiding the player before 
the ambulance arrived. I am pleased to report Joe is 
progressing well, be it on crutches so a vote of thanks goes to 
all especially Fiona for all help given and from a Warrington 
perspective it is great to have her presence on matchdays 
home and away, so thank you 

Geoff Perks 
President Warrington RUFC
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THE END OF SEASON 

KICK OFF



Perky’s Paragraph continuing the story of WRUFC 

THE STORY OF A NEW GROUND ---- BRIDGE LANE ---- Part 2 

A special Ground Sub-Committee was appointed to go into the various work required. They held their first 
meeting in January 1960. Every aspect was discussed until a late hour, and the General Committee accepted 
the recommendations made. Plans were drawn up and submitted for approval to the Planning Authorities. 
Weeks elapsed and telephone wires became red hot from incessant chasing of the Authorities. Thursday April 
28th saw yet another meeting with the various officials concerned. Then out of the blue it came 'If the Club 
agree to eight amendments to the submitted plans, then permission would be given.' The President and the 
Secretary were aghast. By how much would the amendments increase the cost of the scheme? The additional 
costs were carefully investigated and found reasonable and so the General Committee accepted the various 
amendments to the plans on the 11th May, 1960, and the road ahead was clear. Marvellous all the summer 
months for work to forge ahead.  

Mr. William Hankey had kindly harrowed and seeded the pitches. The grass grew well with an exceptionally 
good take. Messrs. Gartons had fulfilled their promise that the seed would germinate well. During this period 
the fencing was erected and completely enclosed the ground. June saw the foundations for the pavilion being 
laid and then Halt !! Weeks turned into months and progress became 'snail like'. The Secretary's blood pressure 
was never so high. Then, as if by a miracle, action recommenced. In August the drains were laid and the 
building shot up. By September the work was far enough ahead for the joiners and electricians to move in and 
do their work.  

‘Open Bonfire night' was the aim. Six weeks left, could it be done? The lining, insulation, wiring and 
partitioning were finished, near to the end of October. Alan Peaker was plumbing and glazing, whilst 
vociferously enlightening his young apprentice about the finer points of the trade. Ten days to go, the 
workmen from Messrs. Val de Travers arrived, and the Rock asphalt floor was laid in a day and a half. Then 
came one of the biggest lifts the Club had received when Norman Cumings met Bill Baines and Alan James in 
the Clubhouse one night and offered to help with the decoration and painting. True to his word the job was 
well and truly done. Sunday October 30th saw a very large work party mustered. 

Bonfire wood was brought from all the district and all day long Bernard Bretherton and his helpers fetched 
and carried. Bob Young, ably assisted by a horde of youngsters, stacked and re-stacked the Bonfire. Others 
laid the drive and finished off other work. Suddenly panic stations. It was realised that 'the Bar', the hub of the 
Club's facilities, was still to be installed. Fingers were crossed but as promised, Greenall Whitley & Co. 
Limited came along and fitted the Bar counter, display shelves etc. Right through Saturday morning work 
went on until the band of helpers could do no more so at 12-45 p.m. on Bonfire day, those who were due to 
play at Bury in the afternoon dashed off for a quick snack, change and hectic collecting of their kit. Triumph 
all along the line for the 1st team won 12-11 and then a rush back to the ground. Spectators came in their 
hundreds to see the gigantic Bonfire and Firework display. Now to relax over a quiet drink in our new home. 
Some hopes. A struggle through ten rows of friends and visitors to the Bar. Sorry, no glasses left. A hectic 
chase round and you grabbed the first empty glass and pushed through to the front again, served, you were 
glad to reach the comparative peace and quiet of the dressing rooms to enjoy the fruits of your efforts.  

An extension licence enabled the cash to pour into the till giving the Club a record breaking first night's 
business. At 12-30 a.m. the workers gathered in the Clubhouse to survey the chaotic conditions in the 
Clubroom which rather resembled the debris left behind after flood waters had subsided. Too late to start on 
the cleaning work we thought so leave it until the morning. Someone thought the fire was a bit on the big side 
to leave unattended. Stockton Heath Fire Brigade were telephoned, quickly arrived and agreed that if the wind 
had changed direction the fire might have been dangerous. 400 gallons of water were pumped on to the fire 
but nevertheless on Tuesday following the big night children from the neighbourhood were still sitting round 
the smouldering embers. No time for relaxation yet. There was still plenty of work to be done. Work parties 
were organised at night time and at week ends with the help of Mr. Michael Stansfield they have carried on 
throughout the summer months with the results that you see tonight. What's that you say? It sounds like three 
years of hectic endeavour. You are right it certainly was both on the administrative and physical side but now 
at least those who have helped in any way can say that the labour has not been in vain.



Milestones  

Last weeks match at Douglas saw our illustrious head coach stumble onto 
the pitch to notch up his 100th first team game, some mighty say that he 
tried valiantly to avoid this milestone, himself included, but non the less the 
fool stepped onto the field in Douglas and gained this accolade. 

Andy came to the club 8 years ago as a player coach, during the Steve Riley 
era and had an instant impact, making his debut against Hoylake where we 
won 13-10, there won’t be many that would argue with his attaching flair, 
as on the front foot his range of passing is up there w it’s some of the best 
we’ve seen at the wire, defensively, 10’s don’t tackle!! His mantra and one 
he ferocious stuck to. 

Through out his regular playing Andy crossed the white wash 22 times, 1 
this season, and kicked 8 conversions, 5 penalties and a filthy drop goal. He 
has transferred into coaching very well and has been instrumental in 
keeping us up where we belong. 

Along the way Andy says he  has played  with some brilliant players namely, Kieran Hughes, Jake Ashall 
& any back rows that make his tackles for him! While winning the league in 2013, over today’s 
opposition, was one of his favourites the victory away at New Brighton in the previous season, 36-5, one 
of the 8 on the bounce to pull off the great escape holds a special place. 

I’m sure that the future will be in safe hands with andy and that the whole club congratulate him n 
reaching his 100th 1st XV game. 

Another to join the 100 club is a man that needs no introduction 

Phil Lynch is possibly one if the hardest hitting players we have at 
the club, each week he can be seen felling the opposition with bone 
crunching tackles and teeth shattering hits, former teammate and 
captain Paul Thompson describes him as a big energetic giddy puppy 
who’s the epitome of commitment.  

Unfortunately but not surprising, Phil can’t recall any details to make 
this tribute more informative. Making his 100th appearance today is 
even more special as Phil had a very serious head injury that kept 
him off the field for over 12 months.  Not withstanding that 11 
seasons after he started playing at the club he joins the 100 club.  

A huge congratulations to both Andy & Phil





Warrington 2nd XV 37-29 Broughton Park 2nd XV 
In an exciting and entertaining game, which saw Broughton Park almost achieve a Lazarus comeback, 
Warrngton managed to tough it out and even denied the vistors a losing bonus point with the last kick of 
the match. 

Warrington started well but it was Park who scored first when their veteran centre, who was dangerous 
every time he touched the ball, used his strength to force his way over. Warrington could easily have 
scored when an exquisite back pass, out of the back door from Shaun McDermott to Craig Byrnes should 
have borne fruit but the last pass went astray. However, Warrington got on the scorebard minutes later 
when Park knocked on in their five yard zone and the ball was picked up and flashed out to Max Caldwell 
and the elusive winger scored in the corner. Ben Dixon converted. 
Ben Dixon then increased Warrington’s lead when he kicked a penalty after a signature bullocking run 
from Craig Byrnes to make the half time score 10-5. 

Ten minutes into the second period a second Dixon penalty increased Warrington’s lead. This was soon 
increased when Warrington pressed on the visitors’ line and a brilliant tap-on pass found Alex Stewart 
who screeched through a gap in the defence to touch down under the posts. Ben Dixon added the extras. 
Warrington’s lead was soon increased to 22 points when Jack stride field a long-distance Park clearance 
kick and made good ground. The Warrington forwards piled into the ensuing ruck and a deft short pass 
from Ben Dixon was picked up by Craig Byrnes, who showed that he is unstoppable from five yards, to 
smash over. Ben Dixon again converted. 

Broughton Park replied with a second try from their veteran centre but from the restart Warrington applied 
pressure up front and eventually Andy Buck picked up and weaved his way over for an excellent try. Ben 
Dixon again converted and Warrington looked unassailable at 34-10 with ten minutes to go. 

Unfortunately, Broughton Park had not read the script. They first cut the lead with a third try from their 
centre and then were awarded a penalty try  With the game in its dying minutes, they scored another 
converted try to bring them within five points of Warrington. But when Warrington were awarded a 
penalty with the clock already in the red, up stepped Ben Dixon to kick a goal from half way and deny 
Park the consolation of a losing bonus point. 

“What a game,” was the summing up of skipper Craig Byrnes. “The result keeps us at third in the league 
with just one game left against league leaders Birkenhead Park.”



Last weeks 1st XV league 
results & table.



Last weeks 2nd XV league 
results & table



North One West Fixtures 2018-2019
Date Opposition Result Sponsor

01 Sept Birkenhead Park (A) 15-19 W

08 Sept Northwich (A) 10-20 W

15 Sept Burnage (A) 32-25 L

22 Sept Blackburn (A) 21-20 L

29 Sept Stockport (H) 23-17 W Chairman’s Carvery 

13 Oct Carlisle (A) 20-25 L

20 Oct Manchester (H) 48-22 W

27 Oct Firwood Waterloo (A) 3-31 L

3 Nov De la Salle (Salford) (H) 66-0 W

17 Nov Penrith (A) 22-20 L

24 Nov Douglas (I.O.M) (H) 26-22 W

1 Dec Broughton Park (A) 35-10 L

8 Dec Anselmians (H) 39-8 W

15 Dec Northwich (H) 30-7 W Friends of Warrington RUFC

5 Jan 2019 Burnage (H) 11-35 L

12 Jan Blackburn (H) 22-36 L

19 Jan Stockport (A) 36-28 W

26 Jan Carlisle (H) 20-37 L

9 Feb Manchester (A) 32-0 L

16 Feb Firwood Waterloo (H) 28-30 L

2 Mar De la Salle (Salford) (A) 12-24 W

9 Mar Penrith (H) 20-20 D Past Players Lunch

23 Mar Douglas (I.O.M) (A) 41-26 L

30 Mar Broughton Park (H)

6 Apr Anselmians (A)

13 Apr Birkenhead Park (H)

WARRINGTON RUFC ARE PROUD TO BE IN PARTNERSHIP WITH:



Warrington RUFC vs. Penrith RUFC 
WARRINGTON RUFC BROUGHTON PARK RUFC 

            Colours: Green, Scarlet & White. Colours: Black & White. 

Saturday 30th March 2019, Kick off 3pm 

Referee: Rob Sheard, Manchester Society 

Warm welcome to today’s guests, opposition and referee,  
We hope a great day and game is enjoyed by all. 

Today’s Match Sponsored by, 
Today’s match unfortunately doesn’t have a sponsor.  
If you would like to sponsor a match please contact  

via email warringtonrufc@sky.com or call 07977737902

15 Jamie Thompson Sponsorship Available 15

14 Tom Arnold Sponsorship Available 14

13 Kieran Hughes Sponsorship Available 13

12 Luke Gilooly Sponsorship Available 12

11 Nathan Beesley  The Specialist Artwork Co. 11

10 Tom Wood H G Wood Ltd 10

9 Jack Hannon Sponsorship Available 9

8 Daniel Fleming Sponsorship Available 8

7 Sean Callander (capt) Lignum Recruitment 7

6 Jonny Evans Sponsorship Available 6

5 Phil Lynch Blue Group 5

4 Josh Downes (capt) Simple Solutions Ltd. 4

3 Jon Ward Sponsorship Available 3

2 Christian White Fiona Kellett Physiotherapy 2

1 Clem O’Rourke Sponsorship Available 1

16 Tom Green Sponsorship Available 16

17 Josh Riley 3M Technologies 17

18 Darren Norman Sponsorship Available 18

Andy Roberts Coach



Douglas (IOM) 1st XV 41 - 26  Warrington 1st XV 
Warrington did well to leave the Isle of Man with a four-try bonus point but still languish at 11th in North 1 
West just a single point above Burnage. With just three more games to play, the bonus point could prove 
important. 

After an opening ten minutes where both sides tested each others’ defences, Warrington were the first on 
the scoreboard when Nathan Beasley once again showed his exceptional speed to run in from half way and 
touch down under the posts. Darren Norman converted. Douglas soon replied when the referee allowed 
them to take a quick tap penalty, having refused Warrington a similar opportunity minutes earlier, and their 
winger scored in the corner. 

Douglas then increased their lead when the forwards combined well and set up a good driving try, which 
was converted, while a penalty just before half time saw them 15-7 ahead at the turn-around. 

It didn’t take long for Warrington to reduce the lead. Darren Norman, who was excellent throughout, made 
a telling break before handing onto Steve Pilkington and the centre finished off with style. Darren 
Norman’s conversion saw Warrington just one point in arrears. This was to be short-lived as Douglas soon 
increased their lead when the flashed the ball across the field from a set scrum and their right winger again 
touched down n the corner for a try which was converted. Not content with their new 8 point lead, Douglas 
scored again almost immediately to secure their four-try bonus point. Warrington came back when Tom 
Green crashed over, after patient attacking from his pack and the conversion reduced Douglas’s lead to just 
six points. 

Unfortunately, sloppy play allowed the home side to cross for two more converted tries although 
Warrington had the last word when that man Beasley touched down for his second try to secure the bonus 
point. 

“We knew this was going to be a tough game,” admitted coach Andy Roberts, “But perhaps the final score 
was a little flattering to Douglas. I was pleased with the way the lads stepped up today and hopefully we 
can take the same attitude into our remaining three fixtures



Statistics Correct as of  29/3/19 (Not Brexit)

Player Appearances
Name Games this year Career total Tries this season Career total

Arnold Tom 9 + 2 71 2 31

Barker Joel 8 + 2 ?

Beesley Nathan 20 + 1 89 17 63

Byrne Craig 3 ? ?

Caldwell Max 4 + 4 65 2 22

Callander Sean 20 118 1 6

Dixon Ben 4 12 1 1

Downes Josh 15 + 1 57 3 6

Drummond Kirk 1 1

Emmitt Luke 3 + 2 5

Evans Jonny 17 + 5 39 2 4

Fleming Dan 18 + 2 187 9

Gilooly Luke 10 20 1 2

Green Tom 6 + 4 31 4

Griffiths Dan 1 + 8 39 1 6

Hannon Jack 10 20 1

Hughes Kieran 17 123 10 117

Kellett Harry 1 + 1 12

Lynch Phil 19 + 1 99 2 6

Maudsley Will 1 + 1 4 1 1

McEniff Tom 15 + 4 22 5 6

Norman Darren 16 + 1 43 3 8

O'Rourke Clement 16 + 4 114 1 3

Povey Nick 3 + 1 4

Pilkington Steve 23 120 9 52

Riley Josh 18 + 1 133 1 6

Roberts Andy 6 100 1 22

Stewart Alex 7 + 8 15 1 1

Thompson Paul 9 + 1 272 23

Ward Jon 1 + 2 38 1

Wardley Keith 0 + 2 13

White Chris 22 + 1 90 4 22

Wood Tom 20 185 4 57





Images from recent matches

Photo’s brilliantly provided by Alex Scott. 
www.alscottrugbyphotographer.wordpress.com
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PLAYERS SPONSOR PACKAGES AVAILABLE   
CONTACT Via email warringtonrufc@sky.com 

ALL OUR SPONSORS CAN BE LINKED DIRECT FROM OUR 
WEBSITE WWW.WARRINGTONRUFC.COM

�



Players Sponsors

Nathan 
Beesley 
Winger 

Dom 
 Hastings 

Front Row 

Christian  
White  

Front Row

Steve  
Pilkington  

Centre

Tom  
Wood 

Fly Half

PLAYERS SPONSOR PACKAGES AVAILABLE   
CONTACT Via email warringtonrufc@sky.com 
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